1

2

Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary

Dear brothers, sisters and friends of the seminary
The “Feast of Feasts” is almost upon us; The Glorious Day of the Resurrection once again comes to raise us up out of the darkness, to enter into the
light of Christ’s radiant presence, and to fill us with the spiritual joy of
Christ’s triumph over sin and death.
The Easter season is a time of reflection on the Lord’s abundant goodness
to us. As People of God, we can unite ourselves more closely with the Lord
by contemplating the mystery of his Passion and Resurrection and thus
open ourselves up to our brothers and sisters, coming out of the lockdown
of our "I", and going towards the "you" of God and of each other.
We know that we are living in a difficult time because of the pandemic that
still affects, if not disrupts, the lives of so many brothers and sisters
throughout the world. We pray for you all that this time, even in fatigue and
tribulation, may be the desert where the Lord manifests himself, the place
where the Word loves to meet us.
Why do you seek among the dead the one who is alive?
He is not here, he has risen. (Lk 24:5-6)
By the merits of Christ’s Passion, Death and Resurrection, may you be
filled with all the joy of the Spirit in this holy season and live in the assurance of his boundless love for you.
Christ is risen. He is truly risen. Alleluia!
Fr Giuseppe Pollio - Rector
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AN EXPERIENCE
OF THE LOCKDOWN

My name is Gabriel Neal, from Sacramento
California. When the lockdown started we
could not go to the university and had difficulties adjusting to online classes, but the silver lining was we did not have to wake up at
5:45 am for a 1½ hour commute.

Normally, the seminary has a semi-monastic lifestyle; with the lockdown we became fully monastic. Yet like a monastery, the Lord bestowed many graces in this
trying time. We were in touch with many people with serious sufferings.

to pray for others
One strong experience was a couple that asked us to pray for their newly-born
grandchild that had a fatal tumour and had to receive a surgery. I believe one reason the Lord had us here was to pray more for those around us. To pray for others
helped me to see there was a purpose to be here, to make this sign of communion
with others by praying for them. I also see how the Lord upheld me with my
neocatechumenal community, even following online, to share my life and sufferings, like trying to cope with the lockdown this past winter, as well as to hear the
sufferings of the brothers and sisters and knowing that we are praying for each
other. It helped me to hear the experience of some families how they celebrated
the Liturgy of the Word of the Easter Vigil in their own houses.

in the seminary
The seminary life itself has also sustained me. I have brother seminarians to talk
with, share with, fight with, and reconcile with. It was a blessing to have Callum
and Juan Jesus’ ordination, to see a grace in the thick of the pandemic.

Morning Prayer in small groups
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to evangelise
Remembering all that has passed during these lockdowns, I realize how important the evangelisation
is; to announce to people the simple message that
God loves each and every one of us as we are, that
He is with us and has not abandoned us! In the seminary, we listen to God’s word and preaching every
day, which I know helps me confront my daily life. I
see how important it is to keep the zeal to announce
the Gospel, and to announce Jesus Christ as is possible in this time, to take advantage of the opportunities the Lord gives. I thank God for how He has
been present in this time, even amidst trials, and I
pray everyone may have a blessed Easter, passing
from our sufferings to Christ’s resurrection!

Celebrating the Eucharist on a sunny day
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VOCATION

A YOUNG
My name is Nathaniel,
originally from Malta.
I started my journey of
formation when I was
18.

With this in mind, I
started to feel that God
was calling me to
leave everything and
to follow him. I would
be lying if I said that
this was easy sailing,
because I would never
have considered priesthood prior to this moment, but the Lord
helped me to be open
to His will.

What was My
Journey
of Vocation?
I was raised Catholic,
with my parents following a community
of the Neocatechumenal Way. From a young
age, my parents passed
on the faith to me and
my three older brothers. Being the youngest in the family was
quite difficult for me.
Growing up, I always
felt that I needed to
reach my brothers’
standards, or even try
to be better. This led
me to live my life very
superficially, merely
doing the things that
the others did just to fit
in. I tried to convince
myself that I was happy like this, but I knew
that something was
missing in my life.
God reached out into
my life, and there everything
started to
change.
It was not magic, as if
my problems disappeared, but rather

I started to discover the
love of God, which had
no limits and it was
completely free.

Discovering
the Call
At a very young age,
during a time where all
the projects I was
building for my life
seemed to be collapsing in front of my eyes,
I saw how God intervened, and helped me
to lean on him.
For once I could feel
that I did not need to
be approved, and this
helped me realise that
my life had a much
deeper meaning than
just reaching others’
standards.

I gave my availability
to join a seminary, and
I was chosen to go to
Ireland. Since then, almost three years have
passed, and the Lord
has been truly generous and merciful with
me. Through this journey, I am discovering
more and more the joy
in doing God’s will,
and that He will help
me in the mission He
has called me to. Doing a passage of faith
was what made it possible for me at a young
age to discover my vocation, and helped me
to start this journey
with the Lord.
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Day out together

Sport
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The Philippines
As part of the formation
in the Redemptoris Mater
Seminary, we have a time
of mission. I spent three
years in Panay and Negros
in the Philippines. I had
no idea what to expect.
Visions of jungles and
beaches blurred together
and projected themselves
into idealized visions of
“missionary adventure.” It
did not take long for this
vision to be shot to reality.
As I stared wide eyed at
the perpetual haze of the
Manila skyline, I realized
that my ideal jungle-beach
has a population of about
12 million! As I walked
out of the airport, the heat,
traffic, and noise was unbearable.
Claustrophobia and panic
set in fast, and I desperately wished to get on a
flight home instead of
continuing on to Iloilo!
The first night it rained,
the tropical rain was more
like a wall of water than
rain. I lay in bed sweating,
lizards running on the
walls, and drops of water
splashing off my head.
What did I get myself
into? I realized that on my
own I could never survive
here. God had brought me
to a place where I was far
out of my comfort zone

so that He could
show me how much
He loves me. Leaning on God, not only
was I able to survive
the three years that I
was there, but really
I was happy.

MISSION
IN THE
PHILIPPINES

Also, the faith I saw in the
Filipinos was impressive.
They showed me that anything material cannot
make you happy. Rather,
happiness is to be with
God. I remember asking
an elderly woman who
had lived her entire life in
poverty, if she would have
preferred to have been
rich. Sincerely, she replied that she would never
trade away the life she
had, because that is where
she met God.
The experience I had of
integrating into a completely
new
society,
helped me clarify my missionary vocation. It gave
me a perspective of the
serious need of evangelization, and gave me a
desire to continue to be
formed as a priest with a
missionary impulse in
Ireland and abroad.

The Filipinos
The people that He
placed in my life
during this time were
really fantastic.
There were only
three of us on the
team, a priest and the
girl on the team, an
80-year-old Italian!
By their lives, they
showed me how to
live leaning on God.

Joy
God provided for me in
material ways as well. He
gave me swimming pools,
beaches, a gym, adventures sea kayaking, a volcano to climb, and even a
turkey to celebrate
Thanksgiving! He cared
for me during this time,
even down to the smallest
details.
Salamat sa Dios!
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Maintenance and Refurbishing

Learning

new skills
in the time of pandemic
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My name is Davide, I come from Italy and I am 39 years old. I am the
youngest in a family of four siblings,
and before entering the seminary I
was an electrical engineer working
in a company in Naples, my
hometown.

God is not
something
Abstract

AN

ADULT
VOCATION

Although I had a Catholic upbringing, my true encounter
with God came about thanks to the Neocatechumenal Way.
In this reality, I discovered that Jesus Christ loves me just
as I am, with my limitations and weaknesses, and that God
is not something abstract, but a living and concrete person

who came to meet me. The confirmation of God's real presence in my life came
during my time at university, when I entered a deep existential crisis that made me
lose the meaning of life. In this suffering, the Lord did not leave me alone, but had
mercy on me and rebuilt my life. This experience of God helped me to take the decision to enter the seminary. I first felt the call to follow the Lord during a pilgrimage to Loreto in 2007, but being afraid of totally changing my life, of leaving my
girlfriend, I put this call aside.
However, during the following years I felt that my life was
not full, and I began to feel God’s call again. I had a strong
fear of leaving my loved ones, my city, and leaving my job
at the age of 37. The courage to take the decisive step at my
age was given to me by the concrete experience of God’s
love, that I experienced through the help of those who accompanied my faith. His love which had already renewed
my life, and which could renew it once again. Life in the
seminary is not always easy, but God's faithfulness accompanies me even today, and helps me to walk even in the
midst of difficulties.

The

Seminary:
God is
Faithful
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The Stations of the Cross

Renzo, after working as a volunteer for
5 years in our seminary, has returned
home. We thank God and him for all the
work, joy and laughter he has brought
in these years of service.
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PASTORAL PLACEMENT
My name is Francesco, I’m 28 years old and I come from Italy. I am finishing my last
year of theology. The Redemptoris Mater Seminary includes in the time of formation of
each candidate some pastoral experiences both at the parish level and in other missionary contexts abroad. Thus, during the summer of 2019, I had the unique opportunity of doing a pastoral placement in a parish of the Archdiocese of Armagh along with a
missionary experience in Brazil. Both experiences helped me a lot to have an insight
on the mission the Lord is preparing for me.

During the pastoral placement I
met many people, either in the
church or through the different visitations in the houses. It’s been
very encouraging for me to see the
support of the parishioners for my
vocation. Many of them assured
me their prayers and expressed the
urgent need for new priests. When
I was speaking about the seminary
and about the other seminarians in
formation, many parishioners were
happy.
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I also received the support of the
priests of the parish, who were
guiding me in the different activities. Among these activities, I had
also the chance to visit a primary
school and a retirement home. This
showed me how the priests’ ministry really deals with the whole of
human existence, from its early
stages to the last, which includes
old age and sickness. That is why
priests should be experts in humanity. Not by chance, the human
formation is the first pillar for the
formation of a candidate to the
priesthood.

Brazil

After the pastoral placement in the parish, I left for
Brazil to do an experience of mission in the Amazonian Region. In those areas, in order to evangelize, you
need to travel by boat along huge rivers. Once, to
reach our destination, we traveled by boat during a
whole night, sleeping on hammocks. I was really impressed by the faith and the zeal of the team I was
working with, which included a priest and two lay volunteers.
Despite the precariousness of the transport, of the heat, etc., they were steadfast in
their resolve of announcing the Good News. I really saw the urgency to bring the
Gospel not just to those who have already heard it, but also to those who are far
away from the Church. During my time in Brazil, I also experienced the beauty of
the universality of the Catholic Church. This experience kindled in me a kind of
‘missionary fire’, which I’m sure will help me to live my ministry in Ireland with
a missionary impulse.
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I will set a sign among them; they will proclaim my glory among the nations
and I will select some of them also to be priests says the Lord.

•
•

Providence of the Lord
The Lord has sent to us new vocations every year for the last eight years

The Redemptoris Mater Seminary relies entirely on the donations of benefactors.
refurbishment of our house (Phase 1)

• In early 2015 the Archdiocese of Armagh in their generosity provided us
the former De La Salle House in Dundalk as the site for the Redemptoris
Mater Seminary.

• The building was in need of a complete refurbishment.
• Such a project was a daunting prospect to us. We asked ourselves where
do we get such funds to renovate the building?

• In His mercy the Lord acted and in a short time He provided everything
that was needed.

• By August 2016, Phase 1 of the seminary was beautifully completed and
has since become our home.

We go also in faith for Phase 2. We know that Lord through
this seminary wants to help his people and once again
we await to see the many miracles that he will do.
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PHASE 2 CONSTRUCTION DEVELOPMENT
The Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary was established
in Dundalk. This institution is an undertaking of the Archdiocese of Armagh
to form priests for the New Evangelisation, these priests being both diocesan
and missionary. These young men whose vocations were nurtured through
the Neocatechumenal Way, are being formed for the priesthood. They will be
ordained as priests of the Archdiocese of Armagh. (From the letter of Archbishop Eamon Martin 24 January 2019)
The Lord wanted this seminary as an answer to support
the New Evangelisation of the Church.
The sustained growth of vocations shows that it is now very necessary to
add an extension to the building to properly accommodate the growing
number of seminarians and their formation.

• We would like to ask you….
Please, pray that Lord may accompany the formation of our seminarians
and that He will make the fulfilment of the phase 2 construction development possible .

• What is our hope ?
To start the development of the construction in 2021.

• How can I support the project?
 By sharing the news with friends
 By introducing us to people who could be interested to help us
 By a personal donation
 By remembering the seminary in your will or maybe talking with
friends and relatives who can help us in this way.
All Contributions Small or Great will be Gratefully Accepted
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HOW TO GIVE A DONATION
Bank Transfer
Account Name: Family of Nazareth, Redemptoris Mater Account
IBAN: IE05 BOFI 9026 4518 8173 77
BIC: BOFIIE2D
Account Number: 18817377
Sort Code: 902645
Bank: Bank of Ireland, Ballincollig, Co. Cork.

Cheque
For: Family of Nazareth Redemptoris Mater Account
Please post it to Redemptoris Mater Seminary, De La Salle Terrace,
Dundalk, Co Louth, A91C5D6.

PayPal: please go to the following address and click on support the Phase 2:
http://www.redmatarmagh.org/help-us/

If you would like to see the life in the seminary, the local community events
that we organize and the phase 2 development, you can watch a video:
• on the first page of our website: www.redmatarmagh.org
• or on YouTube Channel:
Redemptoris Mater Armagh
Contact: Fr Giuseppe Pollio, rector,
Tel. +353 42 933 6584, Mob: +353 83 3386 432,
e-mail: rmarmagh@gmail.com
De La Salle Terrace, Dundalk, Co. Louth, A91 C5D6.
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a virtual view of the phase 2 development

Redemptoris Mater Archdiocesan Missionary Seminary
Archdiocese of Armagh
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